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For Friends’ Intelligencer. 
BALTIMORE YEARLY MEETING. 


On First-day morning (the 30th ultimo) 
receding the opening of Baltimore Yearly 
eeting on the 3lst, very interesting meet- 
ings for divine worship were held in the 
meeting-houses in Baltimore. At Lombard 
street, several ministers were in attendance 
and the services were opened by John J. 
Cornell, of Rochester Monthly Meeting, New 
York, who felt drawn into sympathy with 
inquiring minds who were asking of this 
ple: “ What shall we do to be saved?” 
he answer of the apostle Paul: “ Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved,” was doubtless correct; yet the speak- 
er differed from the popular view, that mere 
belief in the fact of the life and ministry of 
Jesus of Nazareth and an acknowledgment 
that he was. the Son of God and a Messiah 
to Israel and to the world, is necessary to 
the real and saving faith. 


Saving faith is that which so appropri- 
ates the Gospel of Christ as to be led by 
it to that obedience to the voice of God in 
the soul which Jesus enjoined. Such obe- 
dience, and that alone, saves the human soul 
from the condition of sin, and prepares it 
for the Divine presence, even in this life. 
Heavenly joy is known to the purified soul 
which is walking here below in the way of 
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simple obedience to the will of God; this is 
the way of life pointed out by Jesus Christ. 


Popular theology depicts the Eternal Fa- 
ther as seated upon His throne of power 
and glory, justly wrathful in view of the 
many transgressions of the trembling human 
soul before Him. At the right hand stands 
Christ, the compassionate Intercessor, plead- 
ing with Jehovah, while on the left hand 
is the recording angel with the Book of 
Life. 

According to the view of this people, the 
Christ-power is in the soul of man, inter- 
ceding with that soul and leading it to the 
Heavenly Father, who lovingly receives all 
who will come unto Him. It has ever been 
with man and is ever pleading with the 
soul to come into allegiance with the Holy 
Creative Spirit. 


Other Friends followed in testimonies hav- 
ing much the same bearing, and the meet- 
ing was felt to be a favored season. In 
the other meetings held during the day and 
evening, the views and principles of the So- 
ciety of Friends were presented by ministers 
of this and of neighboring Yearly Meetings, 
but the rainy weather prevented so large an 
attendance as was otherwise to have been ex- 
pected. 

On Second-day (the 31st ultimo) {the Year- 
ly Meeting opened in Lombard Street Meet- 
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ing-house and both branches proceeded ‘to 
the transaction of the usual business. 


In the women’s meeting the business was 
renee by a fervent invocation, imploring 

ivine guidance for the transactions of this 
assembly. Those gathered were earnestly 
appealed to and exhorted to be found on 
the Lord’s side, ready for His service what- 
ever this may be. 


The clerk, Mary C. Cutler, announced the 
absence of Lydia C. Stabler, the assistant 
clerk, from the table, and requested that her 
a be filled for the day. This was done 

y the appointment of Annie F. Matthews 
for that service, and the calling of the Repre- 
sentatives was proceeded with. Rebecca 
Price, remembering that so many of the 
standard-bearers of other days have been re- 
moved from the ranks, exborted to faithful 
ness and dedication those who have not 
hitherto taken full part in the work of this 
Society. 

The credentials of Friends in attendance 
from other Yearly Meetings were presented 
in both branches. These introduced John J. 
Cornell, a minister from Rochester Monthly 
Meeting, New York ; Thomas Foulke, a min- 
ister from New York Monthly Meeting; 
Daniel H. Griffin, a minister, and his wife, 
Amy W. Griffin, an elder, from Amawalk 
Monthly Meeting, New York; Isaac Hicks, 
a minister, from Westbury Monthly Meeting, 
New York; Joseph Harlan, West Monthly 
Meeting, Ohio; Abigail R. Paul, a minister 
from Salem Monthly Meeting, New Jersey ; 
Lydia F. Zorns, her companion, an elder, 
from the same meeting; and Harriet Han- 
cock, an elder of Burlington Monthly Meet- 
ing, New Jersey. 

These were warmly welcomed and a cor- 
dial greeting was also extended to those 
without credentials who were attending the 
‘Yearly Meeting. 

A. R. Paul expressed a deep sense of the 
privilege she felt. it to come again among 
those who were as “ nursing mothers” to her 
in the days when she first yielded to the 
call to the service of the Divine Master. 
She felt like one of old, who declared that 
his family was poor in Manasseh and he 
the least in his father’s house. She had 
= down into the depths and had been 

rought up thence to sing the song of deliv- 
erance and of thanksgiving. She exhorted 
all to be willing to obey the voice of the 
Heavenly Shepherd. Some are now passing 
through the deep waters and have need of 
unfaltering faith—of filial love and trust in 
the Heavenly Father who is able to raise up 

the soul even from spiritual death. Many 
are now being called into the Lord's ser- 


vice, and it is required of these to give up 
all that His controversy is against. 

Rebecca Price also called on those who 
felt moved to the work of the Lord to be 
faithful. 

A committee to collect the exercises of the 
Yearly Meeting, also one to audit the treas- 
urer’s account were named, after which the 
reading of the Philadelphia and Indiana epis- 
tles occupied the remainder of the morning 
session. 

At the afternoon session a Friend, on be- 
half of the Representatives, announced that 
they were agreed to bring forward the name 
of Mary C. Cutler for Clerk and of Annie 
F. Matthews for Assistant Clerk. These 
Friends were approved and they appointed 
to the service for the present year. The next 
business in order was the reading of the epis- 
tles from the Yearly Meetings of New York, 
Ohio, Genesee and Illinois. These were ac- 
knowledged to be edifying, and a committee 
was appointed to reply thereto. 

A nominating committee, to bring forward 
the names of suitable Friends to serve on the 
standing committee on the Indian concern 
was then appointed and directed to act in co- 
operation with a similar committee from the 
men’s meeting, after which the meeting ad- 
journed. 

At the opening of the morning session 
(Eleventh month ist) a messenger from the 
men’s meeting announced that te J. Cor- 


nell proposed to make a visit in Gospel love , 


to the women’s meeting. The present being 
thought a suitable time, the Friend and his 
companions entered and, after a brief pause, 
he rose and addressed the meeting in words 
of comfort and encouragement. He had 
seen, with his spiritual eye, many hearts here 
which were clouded and burdened with sor- 
row. To these the days are weary, the nights 
often sleepless, and the language of his heart to 
such was: “ Lift up your heads in hope—the 
Father is not far from you. As you earnest- 
ly and prayerfully seek Him, He will be 
found of you. He has already be:n with 
you in many sorrows, sustaining and com- 
forting you. Remember that in removing 
your dear ones His love was working for 
the good of His dependent creatures. By 
sorrow and by murmuring you are unfitting 
yourselves for reunion with them. It is right 
to mourn, but it is also right to accept the 
duties of life which remain willingly and with 
cheerful hearts.” 

To those who feel sorrow in view of the 
want of zeal and faithfulness in the mainte- 
nance of the noble testimonies of this Soci- 
ety he had also comfort to speak. ‘“ Remem- 
ber that God rules and works in His own 
ways—often unseen to us. Ask not, ‘ What 
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shall this man do?’ but follow the Master 
yourselves.” 

To those in the early and middle walks of 
life, who have felt called to the work of the 
ministry, he advised true humility before 
God. “Be very low before that Power which 
directs you to your place in His service, but 
be very bold before man.” Some years ago, 
in the earlier portion of his ministry, he felt 
directed to address a particular condition at 
three successive meetings, not knowing to 
whom his words were directed. After his 
third appeal a Friend came to him and told 
him that now she was willing to yield to the 
conviction that she must engage in God’s ser- 
vice as a minister. She had felt his appeals 
as addressed to her state of mind, and at last 
had promised, “If John speaks to me again 
I will yield.” 

To such as were deeply interested in hu- 
manitarian work he advised close watchful- 
ness as to limitations and directions for their 
efforts, thus moving ever according to the 
teachings of the Divine Spirit—looking not 
too anxiously for results, leaving these to the 
Lord of the Harvest, who alone knows how 
best to dispose of His own work and its fruits. 
The first time he ever gave a sentiment in a 
Yearly Meeting he felt as true a reward of 
peace as he had ever known in his more ex- 
tended services in the ministry of the Word. 
The speaker added: “ The sorrows and trials 
of life will teach you the need of close com- 
munion with the Heavenly Father, and this 
is only to be known by simple obedience to 
His teachings in small things as in great.” 

He also addressed those advanced in life, 
who feel the burden of the responsibilities of 
the Church, and to those whose hearts are 
troubled lest the children of their love and 
prayers be led into devious courses he had 
also words of consolation: “ Be not dismayed, 
your prayers are not in vain, and the Lord’s 
arm is not shortened that He cannot save.” 

A memorial of Baltimore Monthly Meet- 
ing concerning Elizabeth M. Sutton was next 
read, recalling the amiable virtues and the 
faithful services of this dear Friend. Much 
affectionate testimony was borne, corroborat- 
ing the statements of the memorial. 

he next business which claimed attention 
was the consideration of the carefully de- 
tailed report of the Standing Committee on 
Indian Affairs. This called forth several tes- 
timonies from Friends who have long been 
engaged in the work of the elevation of the 
Indian race. One Friend expressed a hope 
that the committee to nominate new members 
for the Indian Committee would be careful to 
bring forward the names of those only who 
have a real interest in the work, and true 
sympathy for the Indian; and that if any 
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were nominated for this appointment who do 
not feel willing really to enter into the con- 
cern they would decline the service, leaving 
it for earnest workers alone. 

In the afternoon session the Queries as far 
as the Fifth were reviewed and answered, in- 
troducing the meeting into serious considera- 
tion of the great principles bearing on the con- 
duct of life. The Fourth Query, concerning 
the use of intoxicants and of tobacco, called 
forth much expression. It is evident that the 
women members of this Yearly Meeting are 
fully alive to their responsibilities on these 
subjects, and that they are endeavoring as 
best they may to promote abstinence from 
hurtful stimulants of every kind. 

At the meetings for public worship held on 
2d inst. there was much testimony borne to 
the excellence of the principles of Christian 
truth which this Society has felt especially 
called to emphasize before the world. At 
Lombard street there were many ministers in 
attendance, and the voice of praise, of exhor- 
tation and of devout prayer varied the solemn 
exercises of the meeting. 

At the next session of the Yearly Meeting, 
held in the afternoon, the consideration of 
the state of the Society was resumed by re- 
viewing and answering the remaining queries. 
The Sixth called forth affirmative answers in 
every case, from which it appears that 
Friends are not declining from their strong 
position in favor of a free Gospel ministry, 
and that they are faithful in the maintenance 
of kindred testimonies. 

The Seventh Query called forth no acknow- 
ledgment of deficiencies in the conduct of 
business, and no variation from uprightness 
and punctuality was noted. When failures 
occur, or reasonable grounds for fear in these 
respects are given, due care is extended agree- 
ably to Discipline. 

The Eighth, also, was reviewed without 
acknowledgment of unfaithfulness, and also 
without comment, except a reminder that the 
protest “ against all forms‘of oppression ” has 
a = wide application, and that high ground 
is taken by the religious body which bears 
continually a faithful testimony against op- 
pression in all its forms. 

At this time Isaac Hicks made a visit to 
the women’s meeting, addressing that body 
on the beauty of humility, and affirming the 
need of true losin of spirit, as a qualifica- 
tion for the service of the Divine Master. He 
cited Psalms xxv, 9: “The meek will He 
guide in judgment, and the meek will He 
teach His way.” 

When the soul becomes conscious of its in- 
ability to do any good thing of itself it is en- 
abled to hear the still small voice which 
teaches it to judge between the living and 
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the dead. We have need of more devoted 
servants of the Lord, able and willing to go 
forth in the cause of Truth, clothed with His 
authority. 

The business of the meeting was then re- 
sumed by taking up the Ninth Query and its 
answers. “Endeavors are used,” said the 
Summary, “to deal with all offenders in the 
spirit and manner inculcated by the query.” 

The meeting then proceeded to the Tenth, 
which concerns the nae of regular rec- 
ords of births, deaths and membership. Only 
one Monthly Meeting reported a deficiency. 

The Eleventh inquires of the settlement or 
discontinuance of meetings, and of changes 
in the times or places of holding meetings. 
Sixty-three members were added during the 
past year, by birth, certificate or convince- 
ment, and a loss of sixty-one members from 
Various causes was recorded. 

The Twelfth Query asks if Friends are 
careful to place their children for tuition un- 
der the charge of suitable teachers in mem- 
bership with us. To this it was replied that 
Friends generally, as far as practicable, pre- 
fer placing their children for education under 
the care of teachers in membership with us. 
One report mentions an increasing concern. 

Mary G. Moore, after the close of this re- 
view of the state of the Society, expressed 
her sense of the beautiful exemplification of 
the law of love by these queries, and love is 
the fulfilling of the law. She desired that 
Friends may go deeper than the surface in 
thus reporting their condition to each other. 

On the morning of the 3d inst., pursuant to 
adjournment, the meetings convened in joint 
session. The Clerk of the men’s meeting, 
Levi K. Brown, proceeded to read in full the 
minutes of the Representative Committee for 
the past year. This occupied one hour, and 
from the minutes it was seen that the labors 
of the committee had been varied and earn- 
est, embracing many subjects of deep human- 
itarian interest. The report of the Sub-com- 
mittee on Temperance was thought to be of 
such value and interest that it was proposed 
to publish a portion of it in the Extracts from 
the minutes of this Yearly Meeting. 

The two branches then separated, and the 
women’s meeting continued its business by 
reading the report of the Committee on Edu- 
cation. This committee had done much in 
furtherance of the cause in which they were 
commissioned to labor, but less than they had 
hoped and expected to accomplish. The death 
of B. Rush Roberts, a prominent and valued 
member of the committee, was deeply felt ; 
for his ability and devotion to the work made 
his loss practically irreparable. The com- 
mittee was continued. 

The report of the Standing Committee to 






Disburse the Fair Hill Fund for Educational 
Purposes was next read and accepted. The 
action of the committee was approved, and it 
was continued in the service. 

The reports of other committees were sub- 
mitted, and several essays of epistles to cor- 
responding Yearly Meetings were read and 
accepted, and the meeting adjourned. 

On the afternoon of the 3d the remaining: 
epistles offered by the committee were read 
and adopted. 

After this A. R. Paul addressed the meet- 
ing in exhortation, giving cheerful encour- 
agement to travelers Zionward. To these is. 
still extended the blessed assurance, “There 
remaineth a rest to the people of God.” 

A new committee for the distribution of 
Friends’ Intelligencer to such as do not feel 
able to subscribe for it was appointed. Many 
spoke of their appreciation of the paper, and 
recommended subscribers to it to circulate 
their copies among their neighbors who do 
not receive it. 

The appointment of a special committee on 
the subject of temperance, to co-operate with 
a similar committee of men Friends, was the 
last business of this Yearly Meeting. It was 
then agreed to raise the shutters, and thus 
close the Yearly Meeting in joint session. 
This was done, and a short season of devout 

rayer, praise, thanksgiving and reverent si- 
ence was a suitable endiug to the occasion. 

John J. Cornell took an affectionate leave 
of the assembly, in which he had Jabored so 
acceptably, saying: “ We fee] it a blessin 
that we have been thus assembled. The re- 
sponsibility is now upon us to uphold before 
the world the principles for which we profess 
attachment.” The many beloved and faith- 
ful Friends who have been called to the higher 
life were remembered at this parting hour. 
Another year will find many more vacancies, 
and none can know who will be earliest sum- 
moned. He advised the cultivation of the 
spirit of love and forbearance in all the en- 
gagements of life. 

Other speakers had a few words of parting 
exhortation, and the assembly dispersed un- 
der a covering of Divine favor, to meet again, 
if permitted, at the usual time next year. 


S. R. 
Eleventh month 4th, 1881. 


-_—_———- +0 


No PEOPLE have more occasion to be. 
afraid of the approaches of pride than those 
who have made some advances in a pious life. 
For pride can grow as well upon our virtues 
as our vices, and steals upon us on all occa- 
sions. Every good thought that we have, 
every good action that we do, lays us open to 
pride, and exposes us to the assaults of vanity 
and self-satisfaction.— Law’s Serious Call. 





’ 
vr 


FRIENDS’ 


INDIANA YEARLY MEETING.—WOMEN’S 
BRANCH. 


From the printed extracts of the minutes 
of Indiana Yearly Meeting, only just received, 
we give so much of the proceedings of wo- 
men’s meeting as is not embraced in what has 
already appeared in our paper. Eps. 


All the Representatives were present but 
one, who forwarded a satisfactory reason for 
her absence. The committee for distributing 
Friends’ papers amongst our members made 
the following report, which was satisfactory : 

“The Committee entrusted with sixty dol- 
lars for distributing Friends’ papers among 
our members, report $57.20 having been ex- 
pended, leaving a balance on hand of $2.80. 
19 copies of Friends’ Intelligencer, 10 copies 
of Scattered Seeds, 8 copies of Children’s 
Friend, and 2 copies of the Journal were for- 
warded to persons whose names were given 
us by the Monthly Meeting’s Committee, and 
we have reason to believe homes have been 


brightened and blessed by the reception of 


these valued publications. 
“On behalf of the committee, 
“ Anna M. Strarr, 
“ CaroLinE M. REEVEs.” 

Mary W. Cook, was appointed Clerk, and 
Rachel M. Matthews, Assistant Clerk. 

The following minute of exercises was read 
and approved : 

Our meeting opened on First-day, under a 
solemn covering, and much good counsel was 
handed forth. The invitation was given to 
all, in a most feeling manner, to come and 
—— of the good things which the Lord 

ad provided. The young were lovingly ap- 
pealed to, that they be faithful in their seve- 
ral callings; for the Lord loves an early sac- 
rifice. The meetings, both morning and after- 
noon sessions, were large and interesting, and 
the baptizing power of the Holy One was sen- 
sibly felt to pervade the assembly. 

On Second-day morning the meeting for 
business opened. and Friends were brought 
into much tenderness and nearness of feeling 
by the reading of the excellent epistles from 
the dear sisters of other Yearly Meetings, 
whose words of sisterly love and encourage- 
ment seemed to strengthen those who were 
weak and ready to faint by the way, to press 
on, knowing that when the race was run, and 
the work faithfully finished, that the prize 
should be surely won. 

On Third-day the meeting was brought into 
deep exercise by the reading of the Queries, 
and much excellent counsel flowed forth, in- 
citing us to greater faithfulness in upholding 
our precious testimonies. But while many 
deficiencies are apparent, it is best not to 


INTELLIGENCER. 





613 


mourn too much over the past, but strive more 
diligently and, faithfully in the future to live 
up to the high standard of truth and righteous- 
ness. 

Fourth-day the meeting for Divine worship 
was early gathered into a feeling of deep so- 
lemnity. We were exhorted to adhere to 
early principles, to heed the voicé of Divine 
teaching in our own souls, The outward law 
of the Jews serves as “ a schoolmaster to bring 
us unto Christ,” but we must come to the 
Spirit of God within ourselves, and follow out 
its teachings, before the true riches shall be 
found. Not despising little things, we must 
be willing to be prepared for the school of 
Christ, and enter therein. Great has been 
the desire of some, that those of our heritage 
may be sought out and visited, whose lot is 
cast in remote places—on whose hearth-stone 
is seldom set the foot of a Friend, and where 
there are none to meet with them, and mingle 
in their aspirations to Almighty God. For 
the few who meet as the “two or three,” 
whose faces would be brightened and hearts 
cheered by the loving countenances of 
Friends, drawn to them by strong ties of bro- 
therhood and sisterhood in the Church, our 
desires are that these may not be forgotten. 
One very aged Friend, whose untiring per- 
formance of the little duties which came in 
her way while passing through the daily rou- 
tine of life, hoped she had done some good. 
Those of us who are acquainted with her life 
can but take the -lesson, that if we are per- 
sistently faithful in the performance of all the 
little duties as they occur, we will become in- 
ured to the feeling of doing whatever our 
hands find to do, that we will without hesi- 
tating take hold,and go forward without 
being appalled by the magnitude of neglected 
duties; thus passing on until some of us find 
ourselves, like our aged mother, joyous in the 
inheritance of an old age of physical and men- 
tal comfort, as a reward for not having spent 
her best energies in adorning her house and 
person, and for having tried to fulfill the true 
design of her life. 

On Fifth-day the meeting opened with 
much exercise, and salutary counsel from the 
dear mothers in the Church flowed freely, ce- 
menting our hearts into a close bond of unity 
and fellowship, under which covering the 
epistles to other Yearly Meetings were read as 
they were presented by the Essay Committee, 
many of them evincing such warmth of in- 
terest in our dear sisters at a distance, telling 
them of the good things spread before us at 
this time, that we were still more incited to 
an attention to the everyday practical duties 
of life. We were tenderly entreated by a 
dear sister that our home life be such as to 
foster true happiness therein by the cultiva- 
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tion of habits of economy and prudence. The 
sorrow that has come to many a household 
from discontent and a desire for more than 


the husband’s means can well supply, was | P 


portrayed in touching language. The young 
were earnestly persuaded by an aged mother 
to begin right when settling down in married 
life, that they may not desire things they 
cannot afford ; and as they pass on, becoming 
accustomed to live within the limits of their 
circumstances. Mothers were exhorted to 
cultivate contentment and frugality in the 
minds of their children, that they may not 
ask father for whatever they see others have, 
when he neither feels able nor thinks best to 
indulge them therein, but to meet him cheer- 
fully with a smile, thus brightening the home, 
and strengthening the desire to be there rather 
than elsewhere. We were exhorted to read 
the Scriptures thoughtfully and often. It 
may aid in leading the thoughts to that higher 
communion which will guide and strengthen 
the better life. 

The afternoon session was a truly favored 
season, and the meeting closed under a solemn 
covering of the Divine presence. 

Feeling that we have been blessed together, 
and that many earnest resolves have been 
formed during our several sittings, we adjourn 
to meet at Waynesville, Ohio, at the usual 
time next year, if so permitted. 

M. W. Cook, Clerk. 





Jesus taught that man must be faithful to 
his highest convictions of right, at whatever 
cost. Absolute fidelity of soul was indispens- 
able to progress in spiritual life. He who 
hesitated or held back could not obtain the 
kingdom. Seeking for the kingdom was 
likened to a merchant seeking goodly pearls, 
who, when he found one of great price, went 
and sold all] that he had oak bought it. He 
invested everything ; meaning, he who hopes 
to obtain the spiritual kingdom must hold 
all things subject to its requirements. If 
‘the right eye offend, it must be plucked out ; 
if the right hand, it must be cut off; if life 

lead for exemption, it must be given up. 
n no other way and with no less fidelity 
can the father be found.—Joel Tiffany. 





BAPTISM AS A HEATHEN RITE. 
By Dr. KoNRAD MAURER. 

No one has heretofore taken the pains to 
collect all the references to infant baptism, 
and investigate not only how extensively it 
was practised among our heathen forefathers, 
and what its real significance was, but also 
how far it was the result of or modified by 
Greek, Roman, and Christian influences. 
Maurer has now done this, and he has done it 


with that marvelous learning and acumen for 
which he is justly celebrated. In the work 
before us we find a careful sifting of every 
assage referring to this subject not only in 
the old Icelandic and Norwegian, but also in 
the Sweedish, Danish, South-German, and 
Anglo-Saxon historical documents. 

In the old Norse Sagas the usual term by 
which baptism is designated is “at ausa barn 
vatni”—that is, “to sprinkle the child with 
water.” This expression occurs several times 
in the Elder Edda. It is also to be noted 
that, in the old Scandinavian Christian re- 
cords baptism is exclusively designated by 
the word “skirn” (cleansing), from the verb 
“at skira,” meaning to purify. But the 
points of similarity between the heathen and 
Christian rite are very striking. The heath- 
en baptism was performed in connection with 
the naming of the child. Furthermore, a 
peculiar bond was established between the 
person baptizing and the one baptized—a re- 
lation corresponding to that of god-father 
and god-mother among Christians. Finally, 
it was customary to give presents correspond- 
ing precisely to the actual Pathenschenke 
among the Germans. The recorded instances 
of infant baptism among the old Scandinavian 
heathen are numerous and striking. Maurer 
has made a careful study of the legal import- 
ance of the baptismal rite, and shows that 
children who were to live were immediately 
after their birth exhibited first to the mother 
and then to the father. Thereupon they were 
placed in the arms or on the lap of the father 
to receive a name and be sprinkled with 
water. Children, on the other hand, who 
were not to be brought up were neither shown 
to the parents nor sprinkled with water, but 
were straightway expused or slain. Sosacred 
was held the rite of baptism that it secured 
the child’s life even when the ceremony had 
been performed by an improper person, and 
was not, consequently, strictly legal—an ex- 
cessive regard for form for which the old 
Teutons were noted, and which still to a con- 
siderable degree characterizes their descend- 
ants. 

A large portion of Maurer’s monograf is 
devoted to showing how the ceremonies con- 
nected with heathen baptism were adopted by 
the Christian Church, and in tracing to a 
heathen source the rights and privileges se- 
cured to children by baptism in the Church. 
The author suggests that the laying at the 
breast was a recognition of the child on the 
mother’s part, and that the granting of the 
right of baptism was a recognition of the 
child on the part of the father, and that this 
was the chief significance of the latter cere- 
mony ; although it would seem from Hava- 
mal, in the Elder Edda. that spiritual bless- 
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ings also were secured to the infant by the 
sprinkling of holy water. Baptism oh the 
child an heir both among the heathen and 
among the old Teutonic Christians, and the 
fact that among both it had so many things 
in common—that it took place soon after 
the birth of the child, and was connected 
with the naming of it that there were god- 
fathers and god-mothers, and that presents 
were given—makes the question an exceed- 
ingly interesting one. 
ut the author goes further, and proves 
from ancient laws of the Germans, Visigoths, 
and Anglo-Saxons that the rite of baptism 
is to be performed within the ninth day after 
the birth of the child ; and here he calls at- 
tention to the ancient Roman custom of 
giving the name to a female infant on the 
eighth and to a male infant on the ninth day 
after birth, and quotes Roman law to show 
that this naming-day was of legal importance 
to the child. A similar custon is also found 
among the ancient Greeks, where the seventh 
day after the birth of the child was celebra- 
ted with cleansing, gifts, sacrifices, banqueting 
and other ceremonies. Maurer suggests that 
this seventh day of cleansing among the 
heathen Greeks was of the same legal value 
to the child as the day of sprinkling with 
water among the ancient ‘Teutons, and that 
it determined whether the child should live 
or be exposed. Roman law establishes the 
fact that the eighth day after birth for girls 
and the ninth for boys was a dies lustricus— 
that is, a day on which a religious rite (/us- 
tratio) for infants took place, and on which 
names were given to them, whence it is also 
called solennitas nominalium. The day was 
observed by bringing the infants to the tem- 
ple, by banquets, ete. (see on this point Mar- 
uardt “ Das Privatleben der Rémer,” i, pp. 
81, 82). We find, therefore, among the old 
Greeks and what is of vastly more import- 
ance, in the old Roman laws, a day set apart 
for infants on which they get their names, 
and this naming connected with the observa- 
tion of certain ceremonies. What the precise 
nature of the rites was we are not told; but, 
inasmuch as the Roman documents designate 
them by the term /ustratio, there can scarcely 
be room for doubt that it must have been a 
symbolic cleansing by means of water. And, 
since the dies lustricus confessedly secured 
legal rights to the infant, the question lies 
near at hand whether the old Teutonic heathen 
borrowed the baptismal rite from the ancient 
Romans, or whether baptism was an original 
institution among the Aryans before they be- 
came divided into Teutons, Romans, etc. 
There can be no doubt, on the one hand, that 
the dies lustricus of the Romans obtained 
among the Christians in fixing the day for 


baptism, especially since it corresponded so 
nearly with the Mosaic day for circumcision ; 
and, on the other hand, that just as many of 
the old Teutonic feasts were turned into Chris- 
tian festivals, so the form of the Teutonic 
baptism was largely adopted by the Christians 
in Northern Europe. 

We will add that the author inclines to the 
opinion that the rite of sprinkling infants 
with water was introduced among the heathen 
Teutons as a consequence of their intercourse 
with Christian peoples—in other words, that 
the Christian ceremony was adopted by the 
heathen. We believe, however, that the facts 
are susceptible of another explanation. As 
Anton Edzardi and before him Mannhardt 
have suggested, there were among the old 
Teutons a number of sacred fountains and a 
wide-spread fountain cultus. Water was re- 
garded as a healing agency, and played a 
conspicuous part in religious ceremonies of 
which many seem to cling to the holy water 
of the Christian Church. A person’s fate 
and character was determined by the sacred 
norns who presided over births. The person’s 
name was supposed to be an expression or 
omen of his character. And when we con- 
sider the intimate connections of the norns 
with the fountain of Urd (the norn of the 
past), the conclusion seems reasonable that 
the sprinkling of infants when they received 
their names had reference to the holy foun- 
tains, and that the heathen form of baptism 
was adopted by the Christian Church; for 
surely there is no intimation in the Bible that 
baptism was ever applied to infants, nor do 
we find a word in the New Testament con- 
necting the giving of the name to a person 
with baptism.— T'he Nation, 





LOCAL INFORMATION. 


Friends’ Book Store.—At the last meetin 
of the Board of Directors of Friends’ Boo 
Association of Philadelphia it was decided 
to remove from the present location and oc- 
cupy the premises 1020 Arch street, where a 
much more commodious store is secured at 
the same rent now paid, and with the ad- 
dition of heating by steam without extra 
charge. 

It is believed that the removal three 
squares farther west will not materially in- 
terfere with the sales, as a very large propor- 
sion of the city trade comes from that direc- 
tion. The increased accommodations that 
the size of the building will give for fittin 
up a private room opening out upon a mint 
street in the rear of the store will make that 
feature of the change especially desirable to 
Friends from the country. 

The Directors also decided to publish a 
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cheap centenary edition of the Life of Wil- 
liam Penn, by 8. M. Janney—the Board au- 
thorizing an edition of 5,000 in paper covers. 

1882 is the bi-centenary of the 
Landing of Wm. Penn on this continent it 
is important that such a work should be of- 
fered to the public on that occasion so cheap 
that every resident of the commonwealth 
founded by him may possess himself of the 
facts concerning that great historic event, 
and of the man who, more than any other, 
has left his impress upon the government 
under which we live. It is thought that the 
book will be ready for sale about the first of 
the year 1882. 
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BavtimorE YEARLY Meetinc.—The de- 
liberations of Baltimore Yearly Meeting, 
some notes of which we give in the present 
issue, are now in the past, but much of the 
work determined upon in this convocation is 
in its first stages. It is very gratifying to 
earnest minds to find that there are contin- 
ually pioneers arising among us who perceive 
the needs of the hour, and who are willing to 
spend and be spent for the advancement of 
truth and righteousness in their generation. 

We lament with one of old, as we gather 
together on these interesting occasions :— 
“Your fathers! where are they? and the 
prophets, do they live forever?” But it is 
seen that zeal for the right still remains among 
us, and that love for humanity does indeed 
live forever. As the faithful ones, who have 
finished their life work with honor and with 
joy, lay down their full sheaves at the feet of 
the Lord of the Harvest, other toilers come 
forth eager to engage in the service. This 
was very observable at the late Yearly Meet- 
ing in Baltimore, and though it would not be 
wise to predict a period of growth and extra 
development for Friends in the localities rep- 
resented in this convocation, we may reasona- 
bly claim that there is good ground of hope 
that the principles and testimonies of which 
our Society has ever been the advocate, will 
not fail for want of earnest championship. 
The cause of temperance is now claiming a 
large share of attention, and the special work 
for the furtherance of this cause is at present 
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partially entrusted to younger members than 
those usually called upon for committee work 
by Yearly Meetings. As to what substantial 
progress this body may make remains to be 
seen, but there is no doubt that the evil of 
drunkenness is in our country, and that the 
liquor interest is exerting a dangerous in- 
fluence over legislation. It seems well that 
those whose hearts are on the side of temper- 
ance should also band together, speak with a 
united voice, and act with that unanimity 
that gives force for the help of the weak, for 
the benefit of the afflicted and for the saving 
of those who are lost. 

On Fourth-day evening a meeting was held 
at Lombard St. House, in relation to the loss 
our Society has sustained by the burning of 
the Swarthmore College building. Clement 
Biddle, of Chester county, Pa., one of the 
managers, briefly reviewed the history of the 
Institution, and stated the circumstances con- 
nected with the calamity, and the desire of 
the managers not only to reconstruct the edi- 
fice, but to furnish additional facilities for in- 
struction. Many plans had been suggested, 
one of which appeared to meet with general 
favor by the audience. This was the erection 
of a building detached from the college, to 
be occupied by the pupils of the preparatory 
department, where the charge for tuition 
would be lessened; thus, probably, meeting 
the wishes of those Friends who desire to es- 
tablish a boarding school. 

A committee was appointed to present the 
subject to theseveral Monthly Meetings be- 
longing to Baltimore Yearly Meeting, and col- 
lect funds to carry out such plan as the man- 
agers may adopt. 

It is to be regretted that the meeting was 
attended by so small a number, which was 
perhaps owing to the unfavorable weather, 
and the duties connected with the service of 
the Yearly Meeting. 





TecunicaL Scuoors.—There has, proba- 
bly, no effort been made in the work of edu- 
cation in our country, within the past few 
years that gives promise of more important 
results than the organization of schools of me- 
chanical handiwork. 

Our system of public instruction is sadly 
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deficient in this respect ; after an experience 
of nearly half a century we are just waking 
up to the fact that our children are only half 
educated when they graduate from our free 
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The following subscriptions and contribu- 
tions have been made since last report up to 
the 8th inst., inclusive : 
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Competent practical instructors and every 
appliance for effective work in all branches 
of mechanism insure to the artificer who will 
apply himself to the work, a thorough know- 
ledge of any handicraft he may wish to be- 
come perfect in. 

The Spring Garden Institute, of our city, a 
leader in this useful and much needed work, 
has added greatly to the advantages it of- 
fered at first, and starts out this winter with 
new work-rooms supervised by men of exper- 
ience who are thoroughly in earnest in mak- 
ing the course of instruction complete in 
every branch undertaken. 





MARRIED. 


HOOPES—COCK.—On Tenth month 25th, 
1881, by Friends’ ceremony, at the residence 
of Susan W. Cock, Yardleyville,-Bucks coun- 
ty, Pa., William Hoopes, of West Chester, Pa., 
and Lavinia H. Cock, of the former place. 





Be as free, be as liberal, be as courageous 
as you will; but be religious, because you are 
liberal; be devout, because you are free; be 
pure, because you are bold; cast away the 
works of darkness, because you are the chil- 
dren of light ; be humble an considerate and 
forbearing, because you are charged with 
hopes as grand as were ever committed to the 
rising generation of any church or any coun- 
try.—Dean Stanley to the Oxford Students. 





It will be noticed that the number of sub- 


scriptions reported this week is less than 


heretofore. 

It is hoped that all who feel an interest in 
the College will aid in the rebuilding, either 
by personal contributions or in helping the 
Collection Committee in soliciting aid, and 
thereby assisting the Board of Managers in 
the great labor before them. 

$160,000 should be raised to place Swarth- 
more on a sound financial basis, and not less 
than $100,000 is imperatively and promptly 
needed. 

Only one-fifth need be paid at time of sub- 


scription, and the remainder in two equal 


instalments, payable Third month Ist, and 
Ninth month 1st, 1882. 
Isaac H. CLoruier, 
Chairman of Finance Committee, 
801 Market street, Phila., Pa. 
Geo. L. Maris, 
Clerk of Committee on Appeals. 





NATURAL HISTORY STUDIES. 

The Water Spider.—The insects that fre- 
quent the water require predaceous animals 
to keep them within due limits as well as 
those that inhabit the earth, and the water 
spider is one of the most remarkable upon 
whom that. office is devolved. To this end 
her instinct instructs her to fabricate a kind 
of diving-bell in the bosom of that element. 
She usually selects still water for this pur- 
pose. Her house is an oval cocoon, filled 
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with air and lined with silk, from which the 
threads issue in every direction, and are fas- 
tened to ‘the surrounding plants, In this 
cocoon, which is open below, she watches for 
her prey, and even Paps to pass the win- 
ter, when she closes the opening. It is most 
commonly, yet not always, under water; but 
its inhabitant has filled it for her respiration, 
which enables her to live in it. She conveys 
the air to it in the following manner: She 
usually swims on her back, when her abdo- 
men is enveloped in a bubble of air, and 
appears like a globe of quicksilver. With 
this she enters her cocoon, and displacing 
an equal mass of water, again ascends for a 
second lading, till she has sufficiently filled 
her house with it, so as to expel all water. 
How these little animals can envelop their 
abdomen with an air bubble. and retain it 
till they enter their cells, is still of one of na- 
ture’s mysteries that has not been ex- 
plained. It is a wonderful provision which 
enables an animal that breathes the atmos- 
pheric air to fill her house with it under 
water, and by some secret art to clothe her 
body with air as with a garment, which she 
can put off when it answers her purpose. 
This is a kind of attraction and repulsion that 
mocks all inquiries.— Exchange paper. 





A Twin Daisy.—Monstrosities of vegetable 
growth are frequently brought to the writer 
for explanation. Among these cases of what 
botanists call fasciation are the most com- 
mon. If a number of buds are produced 
in. close opposition, so as to become com- 


ares in growth, union often takes place | 


tween them, owing to the softness of the 
young tissues. It is a very common malfor- 
mation, and certain plants are especially lia- 
ble to it as buttercups, asparagus, the ox-eye 
daisy, etc. Very generally the branch af- 
fected becomes flattened into a. ribbon-like 
form, and is striated by prominent woody 
fibres, which, for a time running parallel, 
conver.e or diverge at the summit into sub- 
ordinate branches. Often the flattened stem 
is destitute of buds; at other times these are 
scattered over its surface, or are crowded to- 
gether in a sort of crest along the apex. The 
flowers are also transformed by the malfor- 
mation, giving rise to such appearances as in 
the inflorescences of the garden coxcomb. The 
other day a common white daisy, affected in 
this manner, was left at my house, in which 
there had been a union of two heads. The 
stem was flattened in the usual way. I have 
seen a stem of wisteria several feet in length 
flattened and distorted by fasciation. Muax- 
well T. Masters gives a long list of plants, 
often or occasionally exhibiting the phenom- 
enon, which in many is transmitted to the off- 





spring. Of familiar plants, besides those 
mentioned, we may add the cabbage (as in 
the case of cauliflower), the Althza rosea, 
the sweet violet, the strawberry, the dande- 
lion, dahlia, Indian corn and lolurnum.— 


Providence Journal. 
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From the Delaware Co. Republican. 


JOHN MUIR, THE NATURALIST, 


Editor Republican:—In your paper of 
October 7th you published some account of 
John Muir, the Naturalist. Although this 
very agreeable and instructive writer has 
contributed many articles, during the last 
ten years, to the Overland Monthly and to 
Harper’s and Scribner’s magazines, which 
have attracted much notice and favorable 
comment, I have never seen any published 
account of his history. 1 passed two or three 
days in his company in the Yosemite valley, 
in the summer of 1875, and from him I 
learned the following fact regarding his his- 
tory: 

He formerly was the Superintendent of a 
factory in Wisconsin. An accident to his 
eyes incapacitated him for a long time for 
the performance of his duties, and he finally 
abandoned his profession or trade. He was 
originally a millwright. Being an enthusiastic 
botanist, he started from his home to collect 
plants, and walked to Florida. When his 
stock of plauts became burdensome, he sent 
them home by rail, whenever an opportunity 
was afforded. 

When crossing the mountains of Western 
North Carolina, he passed over some grounds 
familiar to me, and became acquainted with 
some of my friends there. While in Florida 
he suffered long and severely with fever. 
He finally “gravitated” to San Francisco by 
way of Cuba and Panama. 

In California a new world of plants was 
revealed to him. Ascending to the top of 
the Sierras, he was so much fascinated with 
the flora of the mountains that he determined 
to spend many years there, solitary and 
alone, to study the habits of the trees and 
plants and their distribution. He is a close 
observer of the distribution of trees and 
plants, regulated by their altitude and cor- 
responding conditions of climate: his baro- 
meter being his constant and frequently con- 
sulted companion. He told me that he had 
studied this subject so thoroughly, that, when 
traveling among the mountains, he could, 
even at night, tell approximately his altitude 
above the sea, by feeling the plants near him 
and ascertaining the prevailing species and 
genera. The geological structure of the 


mountains, and the sculpturing accomplished 
by the ancient glaciers, upon a scale so grand 
as almost to surpass comprehension, also ex- 
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cited his earnest attention, inspired him to 
the conclusion to devote many years of his 
life to their study. He frequently returned 
to the Yosemite valley from his long and 
weary travels, to recruit his strength, and to 
obtain stores for new expeditions. His stock 
consists only of dried beef, flour and tea, 
which he carries on his back, as he always 
travels on foot. He never carries fire-arma, 
either for protection or to kill game. It isa 
source of great delight to him to watch the 
wild animals and observe their habits. He 
frequently passes many weeks without seeing 
a living person, not even a hunter or an In- 
dian. e has discovered more than fifty 
living glaciers among the Sierras, small rem- 
nants only of the vast sheets of ice that for- 
merly swept over the slopes of those granite 
mountains, cutting out deep gorges, in the 
case of the Yosemite, nearly a mile deep. 
These glacial remnants are now confined to 
the shady recesses of the mountains, their 
lowest limit being not less than ten thousand 
feet high. He has driven stakes in these 
glaciers and recorded their position, and he 
makes occasional visits to them, to observe 
their progress. Their movements are usually 
very slow, in many cases not more than an 
inch per day, regulated in a great measure 


- by the steepness of the channel in which they 


slide. He sometimes passes the winter in 
the Yosemite valley, and even there he is 
practically imprisoned during several months, 
on account of snow, which accumulates to 
such a depth as to make traveling impossi- 
ble. He invited me to make an excursion 
with him for a couple of weeks and visit some 
of his glaciers, but I was accompanying a 
large party, and was reluctant to leave them. 
He appears to have little fear of wild animals, 
though he occasionally sees a grizzly bear. 
JosEPH WILLCOx. 
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From the Public Ledger. 
ASTRONOMICAL NOTES. 


The promise that, with the coming sunspot 
maximum, would be observed an increasing 
number of auroral displays, seems to be 
verified by the experiences of a month or 
two past. On several occasions bright bands 
of light have been seen traversing the sky, 
dissolving and reappearing in a fantastic 
manner, and giving foundation to the num- 
erous stories of angelic hosts, clad in white, 
marching and countermarching through the 
heavens. Quite frequently a faint and 
steady glare of auroral light, which would 
be unnoticed by those not especially seeking 
for it, has stretched around the northern 
horizon. Perhaps the most unusual appear- 
ance was seen around Philadelphia on the 
evening of Tenth month 23d last. The 


night was cloudy, but through a break in 
the clouds, about 30 degrees west of north, 
was an exceedingly bright and steady band 
of light, bridging the clear sky from cloud 
to cloud, extending directly towards the ze- 
nith. The absence of all flickering and pul- 
sation, its long continuance (it lasted a half 
hour, and showed no signs of dimness till it 
clouded over), and its uniform width, gave 
the impression of the tail of an exceedingly 
bright comet, whose head was obscured by 
clouds below. and, were it not for the impos- 
sibility of so bright a comet so suddenly ap- 
pearing in this position, the deception would 
have been complete. 

Should these auroral phenomena continue 
through the coming year in abundance, no 
reasonable doubt can exist of their connec- 
tion with the sun spot maxima. 1860 and 
1870 were noted years for both phenomena, 
and every additional coincidence diminishes. 
the probability of accident. Recent numbers 
of Nature contain the accounts of observa- 
tions of astronomers in different parts of the 
globe, which seem to add confirmatory evi- 
dence to their close association. 

An observatory in India is in the habit of 
daily photographing the solar surface. On 
one occasion, when two photographs were 
taken within an hour and a half of each 
other, a new and conspicuous group of spots. 
was observed right in the centre of the disk 
in the second photograph which did not ex- 
ist in the first. They must have been formed 
in the interval, and on the side of the sun 
directly towards the earth, thus showing a 
sudden and strong outburst of solar energy. 
At about the same time Prof. Piazzi Smith 
was on the Madeira Islands performing some 
astronomical work, and he observed brilliant 
electrical displays in the heavens. These 
direct coincidences are now accumulating, so 
that the common cause of the two phenomena. 
is considered to be pretty well established. 
There is room for much conjecture as to. 
what this cause is. 

The usual display of November meteors, 
on the 14th and adjacent nights, radiating 
from Leo, will unfortunately be obscured by 
the moon, which is full and shines all night 
at about that time. Later in the month, 
about the 27th, the Biela meteors may be 
watched for. These are believed to be the 
débris formed by the destruction of Biela’s 
comet, and are plentiful about the time of 
the periodical return of the comet, had it 
remained in existence ; hence no large shower 
can be anticipated the present year. 

Jupiter, Saturn, Mars and Venus are all 
brightly visible in the evening. Saturn 
rises at sunset and Jupiter shortly after. 
The present month will be the most favorable 
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time for the observation of these two planets, 
for they are nearest the earth and present 
‘their full face to us. 

Some of the other interesting objects now 
‘to be looked for in the small telescopes are 


the beautiful cluster in the sword handle of 


Perseus, visible to the naked eye as a hazy 
light, between the bright stars of Cassiopea 
and of Perseus; the nebula of Andromeda 
nearly overhead, also visible to the eye as a 
haze ; the ring nebula of Lyra, situated be- 
tween the stars Beta and Gamma; the quad- 
ruple star Epsilon Lyre. which is easily seen 
‘double, but which requires a high power to 
separate the components, and Encke’s comet 
in the east just before sunrise. 

The bright stars visible at 9 o’clock, about 
the middle of the month, will be Antares, in 
Scorpio, in the west; Vega, in Lyra, in the 
Northwest ; above it Deneb, in Cygnus ; low 
down in the southwest, Alpha, of the South- 
ern Fish; the Square of " womenl just west 
of the meridian ; Cassiopea, wd in the 
zenith, and the Dipper, close to the northern 
horizon ; Capella, half way up from the 
east; Castor and Pollux just rising in 
the northeast; Aldebaran southward from 
Capella; and the brilliant Orion close to the 
eastern horizon. Saturn, Jupiter and Mars 
will be ranged in order along the ecliptic, 
from near the meridian to the east. _I. 8. 
Haverford College Observatory, Oct.31, 1881. 








‘WOMEN AS CIVIL SERVANTS IN ENGLAND. 


One of the most encouraging prospects be- 
fore women, and that because the commence- 
ment made promises of farther development, is 
their admission to the Public Postal Service. 
Nearly two hundred women find occupation 
in three important branches of the post-office ; 
and their numbers, it is said, are likely to be 
greatly enlarged. Ten years ago, the Clear- 
ing House, a branch of the Receiver and Ac- 
countant-General’s Office, was opened to fe- 
male officers, the idea being to give employ- 
ment to ladies in reduced circumstances. Sir 
John Tilley first suggested that these clerk- 
ships aout be filled by gentlewomen ; and 
Lord John Manners, then Post-Master Gene- 
ral, favored the plan, and took much interest 
in the nominations. In the year 1872, the 
staff commenced with thirty members; and, 
gradually, their numbers have been increased, 
and their work now embraces that of the 
Clearing House, the greater part of the Ex- 
aminer’s Branch of the Savings Bank, and 
the Postal Orders Examining Branch... . 

The clerks enter upon a six months’ pro- 
bation, after passing an examination in arith- 
metic, dictation, hand-writing and grammar, 
under the civil service commissioners, at 





Cannon Row or Burlington House; and, at 
the end of that time, if their health and con- 
duct are considered satisfactory, a report is 
sent to the authorities by the superintendent, 
and they are fully established as second-class 
clerks. The salary commences from the day 
of entry, and is £65 a year, rising by £3, to 
£80, for a second-class clerk ; £85, rising by 
£5, to £110, for a first-class clerk ; and £110, 
rising to £170, for a principal clerk. The 
age of admission is between seventeen and 
twenty. The hours of attendance are from 
ten A. M. to four P. M., and the holidays 
consist of a free afternoon on Saturday 
and a calendar month sometime during the 


The Central Telegraph Office employs a 
mixed staff of one thousand five hundred 
and thirty-three officers, which consist of nine 
hundred and thirty-three men and six hun- 
dred women. They enter at the age of four- 
teen to eighteen, in order that they may ac- 
quire the necessary manipulatory skill while 
their fingers are supple; and, after passing 
an examination in arithmetic, writing and 
dictation, they are sent to the School of Tele- 
graphy, and learn to work the various in- 
struments, the Wheatstone, Duplex, Sounder, 
Quadruple, Morse and Single Needle. When 
proficient, which is generally in about three 
months’ time, they are drafted off to the 
Central Office as vacancies occur. At first 
they perform minor duties, and assist the 


officers in charge; but, when able to work © 


alone, they receive the sole care of an instru- 
ment. They sit in one large room, boys, 
girls, men and women together, and help one 
another when stress of work calls for two 
clerks at one instrument. The women work 
eight hours daily, coming on in relays be- 
tween 8 A.M. and 8 P.M. They have a 
whole holiday on Sunday. The night duty 
and Sunday dutv fall entirely on the men, 
who grumble a little at the extra work the 
presence of the women entails. .. . 

Women were employed here as early as 
1853, and the number was iucreased in 1870, 
when the transfer of the wires to the govern- 
ment took place. Considering the amount of 
work they perform and the absence of night 
and Sunday duty, the salary of the women is 
in proportion to that of the men, being 8s. 
when first admitted, and rising gradually to 
£78 a year; while the men receive 12s, to 
commence with, and rise to £160 a year. 
The supervising officers are paid higher. The 
manipulatory skill is found largely amon 
them, and, !in time, they become accustom 
to the deafening noise of the machinery and 
the excitement of the employment. The work 
is rapidly increasing, and the number of wo- 
men engaged will advance as the number of 
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men advances; and their scale of pay will 
rise, if it is found well to raise the pay of the 
department. 

The female telegraphists engaged in the 
post-offices of London and the large provin- 
cial towns are between one and two thousand, 
and they work at the same rate of pay and 
the same number of hours as in the Central 
Telegraph Office. They are trained in the 
Postal Telegraph Schools, after passing an 
examination under the civil service commis- 
sioners, and as yet must obtain nominations 
to their posts through the interest of friends. 
They are never allowed to remain after eight 
in the evening, and during the day work be- 
hind partitions that screen them from the 
public; but, all the same, they are obliged 
to sell the stamps, post-cards, and orders re- 
quired, as well as to do the wire-work. They 
have generally a small room joining the office, 
where they retire for dinner; and here they 
make their tea, and sit when off duty. The 
eight hours’ work leaves them free to employ 
their evenings as they please, or to engage in 
other occupations if not too tired. .... 

A pension can be hoped for after ten years’ 
service, if the officer is disabled ; and this is 
something to fall back upon as old age creeps 
on, and prevents undue saving in the present, 
under dread of exigencies looming in the 
future. Women, as civil servants, have the 


comfort of knowing they are the children of 


the government, and that they are not likely 
to be turned away when their powers are ex- 
hausted, or to be ungratefully forgotten when 
their services are of no farther use.—Nine- 
teenth Century. 
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DEATH IN THE SLEEPING ROOM, 


It is within the experience of every physi- 
cian to have some strong and healthy young 
people come here and go to service in shops 
and mills, and to know that within a year or 
two their health fails and they die with con- 
sumption. Many of them have a good fami- 
ly history, so far as can be learned from the 
subject. I have seen the same class in other 
places, and know that it was uncommon for 
them to suffer as they do here. I have seen 
hundreds of them digging in the Ohio Canal, 
and sleeping in board shanties, without the 
general health becoming affected in the least, 
in the way that they are here. All men em- 
ployed on the farms in the Scioto Valley are, 
as a rule, healthy, and-they are of the same 
class which suffers here by the score. What 
makes this difference? Here they live in 
filthy boarding-houses, with perhaps enough 
to eat, but they sleep in close rooms, several 
persons in the same apartment, with their 
clothes saturated with perspiration, or, when 
the clothes are removed, they are hung in 








the same room, or, what is worse, in a small 
closet to ferment and dry. The decomposi- 
tion which takes place assists very greatly to 
contaminate the atmosphere, and thus day by 
day they live in air poisoned with changed 
animal compounds, until the general health 
fails, and a cough commences, and the sub- 
ject continues to live in the same way, not 
thinking or being told that the conditions by 
which he is surrounded are killing him. It 
is next to impossible to correct these abuses. 
against proper hygiene. The mistress would 
show you the door, should you say that her 
house was not clean, or was kept in such a 
way as to lead to sickness among her people. 
Yet I venture the assertion that the odor 
produced in such places, and under such cir- 
cumstances, is so peculiar and characteristic, 
that it can be distinguished by the odor im- 
parted to clean clothing kept in such closets, 
and is so persistent as to remain for some time 
after they have been removed and even worn 
away. I have found the same conditions in. 
well-kept private houses, among the help, 
and brought about in the same way. Very 
frequently do I meet servants who have come: 
here well and hearty, with rosy cheeks, and 
after a few years of service the health fails, 
a cough begins, and within the next year 
they die with consumption. The number who 
go in this way is notsmall. Inquire of such. 
persons, and often you cannot find anything 
wrong in the family history. These persons 
are found among girls who work in cellar 
kitchens and small places, often overheated, 
and sleep in small, close rooms, so as to gen- 
erate a miasm, which gradually produces the. 
diseases which we all meet so commonly. 
These people suffer in these ways ignorantly, 
but are always offended if they are told that. 
their afflictions have been produced by not. 
taking proper care of their persons and of their 
clothing. The ladies of mansions are also. 
sensitive if a suggestion should be made that. 
there is anything about the premises not as. 
it should be. From long observation on this. 
question I am satisfied that there exists in 
these, fruitful sources of disease.—Dr. J. W- 
Scott, in the Ohio Medical Journal. 





THE world is close to our body ; God closer 
to the soul, not only without but within, for 
the all-pervading current flows into each. 
The clear sky bends over each man, little or 
great. Let him uncover his head, there is. 
nothing between him and infinite space. So 
the ocean of God encircles all men. Uncover 
the soul of its sensuality, selfishness, and sin, 
there is nothing between it and God who. 
flows into men as light into the air. Certain 
as the open eye drinks in the light do the 
pure in heart see God.—Selected. 
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THE HONEY-BIRD. 

A small grey bird with a reddish beak, the 
size of a sparrow, had flown alongside and 
round the wagon for the last mile of our trek, 
making a shrill hissing cry, and sometimes 
almost flying into the faces of the drivers ; and 
I noticed that the boys were regarding it with 
peculiar attention and talking amongst them- 
selves in reference to it. 

On asking what caused the unusual inter- 
est of the boys in, to all appearance, a very 
common-place little bird, it was explained that 
this little insignifieant visitor was the far- 
famed Honey-bird. Often and often had we 
heard tales of its marvelous instinct in point- 
ing out the nests of wild honey, but we had 
always received them with a considerable por- 
tion of disbelief as travelers’ tales. 

As soon as the oxen were outspanned and 
the boys at liberty, three of them, armed with 
buckets, spades, and hatchets, set off towards 
the bird, which had flown to a neighboring 
tree as soon as it perceived that our attention 
was successfully attracted. A. and myself, 
to whom it was as strange an adventure as it 
was novel, accompanied the boys. As soon 
as we reached the tree the little fellow had 
perched on it, flitted on to the next, and then 
on again when we came up. Once it took 
such a long flight that we were unable to 
follow it. 

The bird, however, after waiting for us a 
short time in vain, came flying back, uttering 
its shrill cry to let us know its whereabouts. 

As if it had been warned by this not to 


‘proceed too far ahead of us, our guide now 


took very short flights, and, if there was no 
trees to rest on, took short circles in the air 
until we came up to him. 

For nearly a mile this was kept up, and as 
the way grew more difficult and the bushes 
more dense, our own faith in the bird was 
rapidly giving place to irritation at what be- 
gan to look very like a trick of the others at 
the expense of our inexperience. 

However, the boys seemed so genuinely 
astonished at our doubts that we still followed 


on. 
At last the bird stopped altogether in a 
small clump of a dozen mimosa-trees, all 
growing within a few feet of one another. 
When we came up to it, instead of, as here- 
tofore, flying off in a straight line, it just flit- 
ted on to an opposite tree, remained there a 
few moments, and then back to its previous 
position. This was its signal that the nest 
was close athand. The boys examined the 
trunks of the trees round most carefully, but 
could find no opening where the nest could 
by any possibility besituated. The bird grew 
more and more angry and indignant at what 
it evidently considered our extreme stupidity, 


and flapped its little wings, and redoubled the 
shrill cries which it had ceased to utter while 
leading us to the spot. At last, losing all 
patience, it actually settled on a piece of the 
stem of one of the trees it had been persis- 
tently flitting backward and forward in 
front of. The boys now, paying more atten- 
tion to this particular tree, perceived just 
above where the bird had perched a small 
hole, and round it a kind of cement. While 
we were watching a bee flew out, which made 
it certain that the nest was within the trunk. 
The driver of Woodward’s wagon, who was 
an old hand at the work, at once climbed up 
the tree with a hatchet, and under his direc- 
tion the others collected armfuls of dried 
grass. Taking a large handful of this he 
lighted it, and then struck with the hatchet 
at the mouth of the narrow hole. 

At the first blow a quantity of mud, wax, 
and decayed wood fell to the ground, with 
which the bees had skillfully walled up a large 
portion of the decayed wood. Out swarmed 
a cloud of bees, and now his burning grass 
came into operation. As quickly as they flew 
out their wings were singed in the flames and 
they dropped helpless to the ground. A. and 
myself had retreated to a safe distance from 
the tree, but the boys stood close up, hardly 
caring if they were stung or not. Ina very 
few minutes all the occupants of the nest were 
destroyed ; but new comers were constantly 
arriving, which made close quarters anything 
but pleasant. Not much cutting was neces- 
sary, to lay bare a large portion of the combs, 
which were laid horizontally across the entire 
width of the hollow portion of the tree. 
The upper combs are always the freshest, and 
therefore the best, so we at once set to work 
to fill our three buckets with them. When 
these were all full to the top there was still 
enough honey left to fill at least another three 
or four, for the combs went down to the very 
bottom of the tree, as we discovered by fore- 
ing down a long stick. There was already 
more than enough honey for all our wants, 
and the boys were confident that they could 
obtain fresh supplies in the same manner as 
often as they cared to follow the birds, so we 
left:the remainder where it was for the bees 
which survived our felonious attack. Before 
leaving we carefully fixed a comb filled with 
honey on the nearest bush, and our late guide 
flew down and commenced his well-earned 
repast as soon as we had turned our backs on 
thespot. The Kaffirs would much prefer not 
to take any honey at all, than depart with 
their ie and not leave a portion for the bird. 
They firmly believe that if they thus defraud 
the bird of its just rights it will follow them 
up, and at a future time, instead of leading 
them to honey, will entice them into the lair 





a 








FRIENDS’ 


INTELLIGENCER. 


623 





of a lion, or to a nest in which some deadly 
snake lies concealed. 

It is impossible to explain the marvelous 
characteristic of the honey-bird, without cred- 
iting it with powers of reasoning which are 
almost human. No one who has once wit- 
nessed the manner in which the bird will per- 
sistently follow a wagon for miles, but will 
leave it and join the first man or men who 
leave the trek and evince a disposition to fol- 
low, can for an instant believe that the bird 
betrays the nest unconsciously. How the 
birds have acquired the knowledge that men 
desire honey, and that they have the power 
to gratify their desire by forcing open the 
hidden hoards; how they calculate, as they 
assuredly do, upon themselves reaping the 
benefit of being accomplices and instigators 
of the theft; and how they have learnt to lose 
their natural fear of mankind and trust them- 
selves almost within his grasp; how they are 
taught their various devices for attracting 
man’s attention and leading him to the spots 
where the bees have made their nests—are 
questions which, perpetually discussed amongst 
those who, although, not scientific naturalists, 
have spent their lives observing nature, can 
never be answered or explained.—Sandeman’s 


Travels in South Africa. 


eS 
For Friends’ Intelligencer. 
THE UNKNOWN GOD. 


As some among the Pagan hearts of old, 

Watching the stroke of Coifi as it fell, 

aagee. inly, ‘May our ancient gods stand 
rm! 


And a not, praying, they appealed to 
im 

The true God, to preserve their images ;— 

So ae whose faint hearts worship 
t 


stil 
At the old shrines, lift up appealing hands 
And crys, ‘*Oh, let them stand, our long-loved 
ods!” 
And know not this, that we beseech of One 
Whom these, our idols, have concealed from 


us; 

Whom when we know, fear shall no more 
assail 

Lest the rude blow, so fatal in its aim 

To lesser gods, whose guardians we have 


been, 
Should ever trouble Him in whom we rest. 
M. W. P. 


© PAINTER OF THE FRUITS AND FLOWERS! 
[Sung at the banquet given by the Horticultural to the Pomo- 
logical Society, Music Hall, Boston, Sept. 16th.] 
O Painter of the fruits and flowers! 
We own Thy wise design, 
Whereby these humble hands of ours 
May share the work of Thine. 
Apart from Thee, we plant in vain 
he root and sow the seed ; 
= early and Thy later rain, 
hy sun and dew we need. 
Our toil is sweet with thankfulness, 
Our burden is our boon; 





The curse of earth’s gray morning is 
The blessing of its noon. 


Why search the wide world everywhere 
For Eden’s unknown ground? 

That garden of the primal pair 
May nevermore be found. 


But blessed by Thee, our patient toil 
May right the ancient wrong, 

And give to every clime and soil 
The beauty lost so long. 


Our homestead flowers and fruited trees 
May Eden’s orchard skame; 

We taste the tempting sweets of these 
Like Eve, without her blame. 


And, North and South and East and West, 
The pride of every zone, 

The fairest, rarest and the best 
May all be made our own. 


Its earliest shrines, the young world sought 
In hill-groves and in bowers; 

The fittest offerings hither brought 
Were Thy own fruits and flowers. 


And still with reverent hands we cull 
Thy gifts each year renewed; 
The good is always beautiful, 
The beautiful is good. 
—John G. Whittier. 





WHITE OR BROWN BREAD. 


The earliest agitator in the matter observed 
two years ago, when traveling in Sicily, that 
the laboring classes there live healthily and 
work well upon a vegetable diet, the staple 
article of which is bread made of well-ground 
wheat-meal. Nor are the Sicilians by any 
means the only people so supported. “The 
Hindus of the Northwestern Province can 
walk fifty or sixty miles a day with no other 
food than ‘chapatties,’ made of the whole 
meal, with a little ‘ghee,’ or Galam butter.” 
Turkish and Arab porters, capable of carry- 
ing burdens of from 400 to 600 pounds, live 
on bread only, with the occasional addition of 
fruit and vegetables. The Spartans and 
Romans of old time lived their vigorous lives 
on bread made of wheaten meal. In North- 
ern, as well as Southern climates, we find the 
same thing. In Russia, Sweden, Scotland, 
and elsewhere, the poor live chiefly on bread, 
always made from some whole meal—wheat, 
oats, or rye—and the peasantry, of whatever 
climate, so fed, always compare favorably 
with our South English poor, who, in con- 
ditions of indigence precluding them from 
obtaining sufficient meat food, starve, if not 
to death, at least into sickliness, on the white 
bread it is our modern English habit to pre- 
fer. White bread alone will not support 
animal life. Bread made of the whole grain 
will. The experiment has been tried in France 
by Magendie. Dogs were the subjects of the 
trial, and every care was taken to equalize 
all the other conditions—to proportion the 
quantity of food given in each case to the 
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weight of the animal experimented upon. 
and so forth. The result was sufficiently 
marked. At the end of forty days the dogs 
fed solely on white bread died. ‘The dogs fed 
on bread made of the whole grain remained 
ao healthy and well nourished. 
hether an originally healthy human being, 
if fed solely on white bread for forty days, 
would likewise die at the end of that time 
remains, of course, a question. The tenacity 
of life exhibited by Magendie’s dogs will not 
evidently bear the comparison with that of 
the scarcely yet forgotten forty days’ wonder, 
Dr. Tanner. Nor is it by any means asserted 
that any given man or any given child would 
certainly remain in vigorous health for an 
indefinite length of time if fed solely on 
wheat-meal bread. Not a single piece of 
strong evidence has been produced, however, 
to show that he would not; and in the only 
case in which whole-meal bread has been tried 
with any persistency or on any considerable 
scale among us—to wit, in jails—facts go to 
show such bread to be an excellent and 
wholesome substitute for more costly forms of 
nutritious food.— The Nineteenth Century. 





FRIENDS HOME FOR CHILDREN. 

A building having been rented at 3401 
Germantown avenue, the Managers would 
solicit contributions of furniture and other 
housekeeping articles, likewise provisions, in 
which department farmers who attend mar- 
ket can aid materially. 

This institution arose from a concern of a 
young Friend, and its object is to care for 
some of the destitute orphans or other needy 
children, without regard to sect, who will be 
brought up in habits of industry, temperance 
and pres. and who, when of proper age, will 
be & aced with judicious persons. 

ash contributions also solicited; may be 
sent to Thomas J. Whitney, 1530 N. Seven- 
teenth street, Treasurer; Jesse Cleaver, 1241 
N. Eleventh street, President; Sarah T. 
Rogers, 1015 Vine street, Vice President ; 
Edwin L. Peirce, 24 N. Front street, Secre- 
tary; Hannah Kirk, 2835 N. Eleventh street, 
Corresponding Secretary, or to any of the 
Managers. 
LLL 


ITEMS. 


LARGE numbers of German immigrants are 
arriving in Texas. 

ON the Ist of this month the first complete 
railway train, carrying 100 passengers, 
through the St. Gothard tunnel on Tuesday in 
fifty minutes. 

A SIGNAL station is to be established on the 
volcano of Kilanea, in the Sandwich Islands, 
in connection with the weather service of the 
United States. 
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THE farmers of Burlington and surround- 
ing counties in New Jersey have been greatly 
relieved by the rain. ells and streams 
which had been dry for several months are 
replenished by the copious showers. 


Ir is stated that the question of Hebrew 
emigration to America is a subject of concern 
to the Russian Government, and that another 
attempt is to be made to turn the Hebrews 
into peasant farmers and settle them in the 
provinces of Kherson and Yekaterinoslay. 


Tue Somerset and Cambria branch of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad between Somer- 
set and Johnstown, Pa., has been formally 
ese The road, 36 miles in length, connects 
the Maryland and West Virginia coal fields 
and ore mines with the coal and iron centres 
of this State. 


THE superintendent of the experimental tea 
farm at Summerville, 8. C., sent 3,000 tea- 

lants to the Atlanta Exposition, on Oct. 21. 

he average height of these specimens, which 
were selected asa fair sample of the “—- is 
about nineteen inches, and they look healthy 
and hardy. 


THE recent floods in the Mississippi have 
caused damages between Keokuk, Iowa, and 
Louisiana, Missouri, to an amount estimated 
at $2,930,000. It will be several days yet be- 
fore business in the river towns is fully re- 
sumed. It is reported from Oshkosh, Wiscon- 
sin, that Lake Winnebago is rising continu- 
ally, causing a loss to business estimated at 
$5,000 per day. 

THE Spanish Government wish to shorten 
the journey by railway to Paris. They pro- 
pose to introduce into the Cortes a bill author- 
izing the making of a railway from Huesca, 


where the line from Saragossa stops, to Can- .. 


franc, a hamlet on the frontier. A tunnel 
would be necessary, and, according to one re- 
port, it would pierce the Pyrenees near Som- 
port, the route well known to merchants and 
others who desire to enter Aragon or Navarre. 


THE CoTTon ExposITIOoN.—Nine Govern- 
ors were present at the Cotton Exposition at 
Atlanta, Ga., last week. Governor Colquitt, 
of Georgia, delivered the address of welcome, 
which was responded to by Governors Bige- 
low of Connecticut, Hoyt of Pennsylvania, 
Blackburn of Kentucky, Jarvis of North Car- 
olina, and others. The crowd was overwhelm- 
ing and the enthusiasm great. One feature of 
the day was the making of two suits of clothes 
—one for Gov. Colquitt and one for Gov. Bige- 
low—from seed cotton picked at 7 o’clock. 
The suits were worn at the reception on the 
same.evening. 


THE Mechanics’ National Bank of Newark, 
N. J., the foremost banking establishment in 
the State, was closed on the 3ist ult., on ac- 
count of the embezzlement of two million 
dollars by O. L. Baldwin, the cashier. Bald- 
win has made a confession, in which he says 
that for many years he has been lending the 
money of the bank without security to the 
firm of C. Nugent & Co., of Newark, morocco 
manufacturers. He escaped detection by 
drawing upon the bank’s deposit in a bank of 
the same name in this city, and then falsify- 
ing the account of this deposit on his own 
books. 





